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BECOME CERTIFIED — The Road to Certification

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE EXAM / INTERNATIONALLY 
EDUCATED PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE EXAM (PPE / IEPPE)

The PPE / IEPPE is a certification requirement for all 
members to ensure they are aware of their legal and ethical 
responsibilities to the public, their employer, and themselves.

The exams are online, on-demand, and multiple-choice 
written with an online proctor from the comfort and 
convenience of your home or office. The exams are 
self-study and based on Canadian civil law, the OACETT 
Act, Bylaw 19, the OACETT Code of Ethics and Rules of 
Professional Conduct, and the IETO Terms of Reference. All 
of these study materials are included in an eBook that you 
will have six month access to when you register for the exam.

The PPE is 3 hours long and has three parts: Law,  
Ethics and Practice. You must pass each section  
to be successful on the overall exam.

The IEPPE is 3.5 hours long and has four parts: Law, 
Ethics, Practice and Enhanced Practice (additional 
content in Legislation and Professional Practice, 
Workplace Culture and Health and Safety).

Online seminars for both exams are available for those 
who want a guided approach to preparing for the exam.

TECHNOLOGY REPORT  
(C.E.T. APPLICANTS ONLY)

The Technology Report (TR) is  
a requirement for all members  
seeking certification as a Certified 
Engineering Technologist (C.E.T.). 
Graduates from nationally accredited 
programs have already met this 
requirement in their program.

You will be asked to submit a proposal 
which will be reviewed for its suitability. 
Upon approval, you will be asked to 
prepare your Technology Report and 
submit the final work for review. 

An online seminar is available and 
focuses on all aspects of technology 
report writing, from topic selection to 
proposal writing and helpful hints for 
submitting a successful report.

TIMELINES FOR CERTIFICATION

Members must certify within three  
or six years depending on whether 
academics are assigned.
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NEW  
APPLICANTS 
FAQ
Certification  
Answers

YOUR WEBSITE HAS TWO NEW MEMBER 
APPLICATION FORMS, ONE FOR NEW APPLICANTS 
AND ONE FOR POST-SECONDARY STUDENTS. 
WHICH ONE SHOULD I USE?

If you are currently 18 years of age or older, 
enrolled in a full-time, post-secondary, 
engineering technology or applied science 
diploma or degree program in Canada, you 
should use the Post-Secondary Student 
Membership Application. Otherwise, please  
use the Application for Certification.

I’M NOT SURE WHAT DISCIPLINE I SHOULD  
APPLY FOR. WHAT SHOULD I DO?

Your discipline of registration is normally related 
to your post-secondary academic program. 
You can check OACETT’s accepted disciplines 
of registration listed on page 4 or contact us 
if you need further assistance. If you have 
significant experience in a discipline other than 
your academics, the Admissions Committee 
will take this into account when choosing the 
most appropriate discipline for you to achieve 
certification when your file is reviewed.

I HAVE RECEIVED ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF MY  
APPLICATION. NOW WHAT?

You can begin to track the status of your application 
by logging in to the member section of the website. 
As soon as all your documents and reference 
questionnaires have been received, your file is  
moved forward to the Admissions Committee.  
Once the Admissions Committee has reviewed your 
file, a certification summary outlining your personal 
program and what level of certification you are eligible 
for will be available online.

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST ME TO GET CERTIFIED?

You are required to pay an application fee plus your 
annual member dues as well as the costs for the  
PPE/IEPPE. Visit our website for details.

I APPLIED TO BE CERTIFIED AS A TECHNICIAN  
OR TECHNOLOGIST. WHY WAS I ACCEPTED AS  
AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER?

At the time of application, OACETT registers those  
who are eligible for membership as Associates while 
they work towards certification.

HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE OACETT TO ASSESS MY FILE? 

It takes approximately three to four months once  
we have received all necessary documents.

WHICH PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE EXAM SHOULD I WRITE?

If you are currently registered in a post-secondary 
engineering technology or applied science program,  
or if you completed your education in Canada you 
should write the PPE.

If you completed your education internationally you should 
write the IEPPE. This will satisfy the OACETT requirement 
to prove understanding of the standards, codes and 
practices of the engineering technology or applied 
science workplace in Canada which was previously proven 
by one year of Canadian work experience.

If you completed your education internationally  
and have one year of work experience in Canada  
out of the two years required for certification, you  
can write the PPE or the IEPPE.



9 10

O
U

R
 M

EM
B

ER
S SP

E
A

K
…

NEW APPLICANTS FAQ — Build your Career

OUR  
MEMBERS 
SPEAK…

“OACETT has been a great forum for 
developing confidence and being a 
woman in technology. I would say to 
a young professional that being part 
of OACETT is one of the most valuable 
things they can do for their career.”
DEVI RICHARDS, C.E.T. 
Facilities Maintenance & Operations,  
Region of Durham 
OACETT member since 2002.

“OACETT really provides that benchmark 
for people that are starting out in their 
career that employers are looking for.”
MICHEAL MOONEY, C.E.T. 
Partner, Mooney & Metaxas Engineering 
OACETT member since 2002.

“In my 25 years of experience, I can truly 
testify that having OACETT certification 
enhances your credibility within the 
engineering [technology] profession.”
RAY BONIN, C.E.T. 
Contract Manager-Associate,  
HATCH Infrastructure 
OACETT member since 1991.

“I joined OACETT because so many job postings 
wanted C.E.T. or C. Tech. certification that I 
knew it would give me an advantage. I now 
have a career with the City of Markham and my 
wastewater education campaign was featured 
in OACETT’s magazine.”
HOLENA NEWTON 
Water Conservation Specialist, City of Markham 
OACETT member since 2013.

“I joined OACETT because I wanted to make 
more contacts in my field. Being at OACETT 
showed me how valuable my skills are and  
that I didn’t have to wait to get the career  
that I wanted.”
ALBERT JANSEN 
Lab Technician, CSA Group 
OACETT member since 2015.

“ [OACETT membership] means a path to  
a limited license at the PEO so I can hold  
a Certificate of Authorization to practice  
and supervise engineering. In other words,  
the ability to excel as a Technologist at  
the highest level.”
STEPHANE GAUVIN, C.E.T. 
OACETT member since 1991.

“OACETT membership means pride, 
accomplishment, [a] sense of belonging  
and employment opportunities.”
JULIUS BODAI, C.E.T. 
Puslinch 
OACETT member since 1975.

“OACETT membership [means] the opportunity 
to advance my skills and to secure better job 
positions in the engineering industry.”
MARTIN LARKIN, C.E.T. 
Hamilton 
OACETT member since 1986.

DO I NEED TO HAVE TWO YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN THE SAME 
COMPANY OR CAN I USE MY EXPERIENCE IN PREVIOUS JOBS?

Experience can be accumulated with one or more full- or  
part-time employers. OACETT also grants credit towards 
the two-year experience requirement for co-op, or intern 
experience gained while a student in an engineering  
technology or applied science program. Up to one full year 
experience may be credited if you attended or are attending  
a nationally accredited program, or if your supervisor during 
the co-op placement is a certified member of OACETT  
or a licensed professional such as a P.Eng., OAA, P.Geo.,  
or OLS. Co-op work experience that does not fall into either 

DO I NEED TO PROVIDE PROOF OF ENGLISH  
LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY?

Internationally educated applicants will 
need to provide proof of English language 
equivalency to a level 7 for all skills (listening, 
reading, writing and speaking) on the Canadian 
Language Benchmark. All recognized tests 
accepted at a Canadian public community 
college or institute such as: IELTS Academic, 
TOEFL iBT, CAEL or MELAB. Send in your 
original or notarized copy of your achievement 
test results with your application, or as soon 

of these two categories is recognized at 50 per cent of the 
time worked up to a maximum of six months. In any case, 
co-op experience can significantly reduce the experience 
requirement after graduation.

DOES MY WORK EXPERIENCE FROM ANOTHER COUNTRY COUNT?

Yes, as long as your work experience is in a related field and 
at the level of technician or technologist (refer to the profiles 
on our website) it will count towards fulfilling the two-year 
experience requirement for certification. 

as achieved. Achievement is required before 
certification will be granted. The test results 
should be no more than two years old. See the 
scores required on these tests on our website.

Canadian educated applicants may meet  
the requirement in one of two ways: 
graduation from a Canadian two- or three-year  
post-secondary engineering technology or 
applied science program, or applying with a 
minimum of 60 academic points (Associate 
level) plus successful completion of the 
OACETT certification requirements.


